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Abstract: During development we must all learn that social challenges, like 
bumping into each other, mostly happen by accident and that reactive 
aggression is inappropriate and counterproductive. Some children 
don’t, however, which may lead to behavior problems.  
Why do these children fail to learn from the social feedback they 
receive? Why do they persist to construe the world in a hostile 
manner? During this project we test the hypotheses that, 1) reactive 
aggressive behaviors are fundamentally caused by what we attend to 
in a social situation and how we interpret this information; 2) the 
malleability of these stages of information processing depends upon 
the extent to which corrective social feedback is adequately processed. 
The major aim of this project is to use recent developments in anxiety 
research on computerized cognitive bias modification (CBM) to directly 
modify aggression-related biases in attention and interpretation. This 
approach is combined with neurobiological measures of feedback 
processing to predict and evaluate the success of these interventions. 
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