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School/Department:

Department of Urology

Project Title:

Screening for prostate cancer: differences in outcome in Europe and
China

Abstract:

Since 1993 a European randomized controlled trial studying the effect
of PSA based screening on prostate cancer specific mortality is
ongoing ( www.erspc.org). The Dutch center ( Erasmus University,
department of Urology) is involved with a total of 42,000 participants.
In addition to studies relating to the screening tests/algorithm,
detailed follow-up on tumor characteristics, treatment and outcome
are recorded of all men diagnosed with prostate cancer, in both
screening and control arm.

A PhD student can participate in analyses regarding treatment
outcome and will be involved in assessing tumor volumes in those
men treated with radical prostatectomy.

In addition he/she can participate in comparative analyses of prostate
cancer screening in Europe and China together with our partner Prof.
Gang Zhu from Beijing Hospital of Ministry of Health, China. All
together this work can form a solid basis for a PhD degree.

Requirements of
candidate:

Master degree: Yes

Urology and in addition some epidemiological knowledge on prostate
cancer ( screening) and preferably acquainted with statistical
packages like SPSS

IELTS Grade: 7.0 (minimal 6.0 per component)
or
TOEFL: 100 (minimal 20 per component)

Supervisor
information:

Monique J. Roobol, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Urology
Erasmus MC

Room Na-1706

P.O. Box 2040

3000 CA Rotterdam

The Netherlands

phone: +31-10-703 2240
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Dr. Monique J. Roobol is associate professor and the head of the
screening office of the Department of Urology at Erasmus Medical
Centre Rotterdam, The Netherlands. She has a master and PhD
degree in epidemiology. In the past she worked as a research
technician in molecular biology.

The screening office of the Department of Urology performs several
clinical and population based screening studies. On average three to
four PhD students are working under her guidance. She is
responsible for the Dutch part of the European Randomized study of
Screening for prostate cancer (www.erspc.org), the prostate cancer
active surveillance project PRIAS ( www.prias-project.org) and the
Movember Global Action Plan-3 (active surveillance). She is a board
member of the ERSPC study group, the ERSPC Foundation and the
Dutch Prostate Cancer research Foundation (SWOP). Next to this
she is an active member of the Epidemiology committee of the
ERSPC. Her main interest is in predictive modeling
(www.prostatecancer-riskcalculator.com) .
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