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Abstract:  
Emotions affect almost every aspect of human cognitive functioning 
(e.g., attention, perception, decision making). Research in our lab has 
shown effects on elementary perceptual processes such as the 
perception of tilt (orientation) and changes in visual stimuli over time 
(Bocanegra & Zeelenberg, 2009, Psychological Science; Bocanegra 
& Zeelenberg, 2011, JEP: General). Emotional stimuli are often better 
perceived than neutral stimuli (e.g., Zeelenberg, Rotteveel, & 
Wagenmakers, 2006, Psychological Science). Research also 
suggests that emotion affects memory. Many studies on emotional 
memory, however, suffer from inappropriate stimulus construction, 
experimental design and data-analyses. With carefully controlled 
experiments important questions concerning the influence of emotion 
on memory can be addressed. These include questions such as: Are 
emotional stimuli better remembered than neutral stimuli? Do 
emotions enhance associative learning? How do the effects of 
emotions on memory change over time? Do emotional stimuli 
influence memory for neutral stimuli? Answers to these questions 
help to understand the cognitive and neural mechanisms of emotional 
memory. 
 
Our lab studies the basic cognitive processes involved in memory, 
perception and conceptual processing. We have ongoing 
collaborations with researchers in different countries. Former Master 
students have obtained PhD positions at Dutch Universities as well 
as in Australia, England, and Belgium. Former PhD students have 
obtained research positions at universities and in industry. 
 

Requirements of 
candidate: 

Background: Experimental/Cognitive Psychology; Statistics and 
Research Methods; Practical Research Experience (programming 
experiments, testing participants, analyzing data; writing APA-style 
research report). 
Master degree: Yes 
IELTS Grade: 7.0 (minimal 6.0 per component) 
or 
TOEFL: 100 (minimal 20 per component) 
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