                            参赛说明
1． 国家列表说明：请各校在列表中选择想要代表的五个国家（先后顺序代表选择的次序由前到后），组委会将参考各校选择分配两个（仅两个）国家给各校。

2． 委员会选择说明：原则上尽量满足各校队员兴趣要求，但四人参赛队伍应选择2、1、1方式，分配队员到三个委员会中，两人参赛队伍选择三个委员会之中的两个。由于参赛考虑，组委会也会适当进行调剂。感谢各校参赛队伍的配合。
List of States(70)
Africa (17)
1, Angola

2, Cameroon

3, Congo (Democratic Republic of)

4, Côte d'Ivoire

5, Ethiopia

6, Kenya

7, Liberia

8, Mozambique

9, Namibia

10, Nigeria

11, Rwanda

12, Sierra Leone

13, South Africa

14, Sudan

15, Tanzania

16, Uganda

17, Zimbabwe
Arab States (9)
18, Algeria

19, Egypt

20, Iraq

21, Kuwait

22, Lebanon

23, Saudi Arabia

24, Somalia

25, Syria

26, United Arab Emirates

Asia & the Pacific (16)
27, Afghanistan

28, Cambodia

29, China

30, India

31, Indonesia

32, Iran

33, Japan 
34, Korea (Republic of)

35, Malaysia

36, Myanmar

37, Nepal

38, Pakistan

39, the Philippines

40, Sri Lanka

41, Thailand

42, Vietnam
Europe & the Commonwealth of Independent States (18)
43, Belarus 

44, Bulgaria 

45, Croatia 

46, Czech Republic 

47, Denmark 

48, France

49, Georgia 

50, Germany

51, Hungary 

52, Kazakhstan 

53, Lithuania 

54, Norway 

55, Poland 

56, Russian Federation 

57, Turkey 

58, the United Kingdom

59, Ukraine 

60, Uzbekistan
Latin America & the Caribbean (10)
61, Argentina

62, Bolivia

63, Brazil

64, Canada

65, Cuba

66, Haiti

67, Jamaica

68, Mexico

69, the United States

70, Venezuela
大会模拟UNDP的三个委员会，各设定一议题，分别是“减少贫穷（Poverty Reduction）”、“勇敢面对气候变化（Braving Climate Change）”和“Anti-Corruption”三个议题都是UNDP现阶段所致力解决的热点问题，在中国学生中进行讨论很有讨论和研究的价值。每个参赛选手在一个委员会中代表一个国家，根据大会规程参加讨论和议案的制定，根据选手表现由委员会的主席、副主席商议颁奖。
The Study Guide

For
Model UNDP Committee on Poverty Reduction

The present study guide is meant as a bird’s-eye view of the areas of debate and is by no means exhaustive. In the director’s experience, the guide should be concise to the degree that delegates will not be bored, and at the same time, informative to the degree that you will know what will be discussed at the conference. 


The topic for the upcoming conference is HOW TO HALVE GLOBAL POVERTY AND HUNGER. The first goal of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger, which incorporates two targets, Target 1. Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people whose income is less than $1 a day, and Target 2. Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger. 

Introduction of the Topic

The Concept of Poverty

The first question we must answer is what poverty is. Poverty, by definition, is the state of being poor. This definition then needs us to define “poor”. The term “poor” suggests having a low income (below a certain level) and this definition served for a long time as the only one. However, poverty has also been taken to mean living in certain conditions such as maybe lacking sufficient food, shelter or clothing. This then suggest that poverty is actually twofold, which is referred to as income poverty and condition poverty.

As states developed, there was need to plan national development and this in turn necessitated the measurement of poverty. Income poverty was more readily accepted by economists and planners as the “real” poverty. To measure it, a standard was devised. It was said that if one lived on less than one dollar a day, then they were officially considered poor.
An obvious criticism to this mode of measurement came up. What of the person who lives on a dollar and two cents – are they not poor? Another problem with this mode of measurement was exposed when people started comparing economies. This measure cannot be applied across economies and regions since costs of living vary a lot – even within the same country, the cost of a day’s food, shelter and clothing is higher in urban areas than in rural areas. In recent years, as condition poverty has come to be more recognized in the mainstream, people have devised ways of measuring it. The United Nations (UN) uses the measure of infant mortality rates (the number of deaths of children under one year in every 1000 live births) and malnutrition levels as indicators of poverty in a population. That also illustrates why there should be Target 2 in MDGs (to halve hunger) besides Target 1 (to halve poverty).

Deeper examination reveals the third dimension of poverty—difference degrees of poverty among different groups of people in a society. That is why UNDP promotes the concept of human poverty as a complement to income poverty, emphasizing that equity, social inclusion, women's empowerment, and respect for human rights matter for poverty reduction. Furthermore, environmental sustainability is also a concern during the process of halving poverty.

Approaches to Poverty Reduction

The nature of poverty is complex, and its causes are diverse. The poor may not have acquired essential assets or capabilities because they live in remote, conflict-prone, or resource-poor areas. They may be vulnerable due to age, health, living environment, or occupation. Economic stagnation may limit opportunities for gainful or productive employment. The poor may be denied access to assets or services because they belong to an ethnic minority or a community considered socially inferior, or simply because they are female, disabled, or just different. At a broader level, poverty may stem from situations where gross inequality persists because of vested interests and entrenched power structures. The great diversity of the conditions and causes of poverty implies that interventions to reduce it must be tailored to particular circumstances.

A simplified solution is to gain more money. You can get money for free, for example through aid and donation. But more often, you have to give before you gain, that is to earn your money. The third way is to gain first and then give back, that is to get loans or investments. 

Basically, money comes in these three ways. Behind each way there are huge amounts of arguments and conflicts, which delegates are advised to explore carefully. Should developed countries give more aid to developing countries? What if aid comes with compromise of sovereignty? Can trade bring benefit to all the countries? How can we prevent vicious circles when we take loans with a certain level of interest? …
There questions help us to see that poverty reduction is multifaceted. As the nature of the conference dictates, the focus of discussion will be on the macro-economic level with governments at the center. 

There are a number of approaches to the analysis of poverty reduction at the macro-economic level. For the purposes of this guide, a threefold approach is adopted here: economic growth, social development and good governance. 

In terms of economic growth, it should be pro-poor and sustainable. The relationship between economic growth and poverty is two-way in nature. High, sustained growth increases labor demand and wages, reducing poverty. Better earnings lead to increased labor productivity and growth. Growth also improves public revenues and enables more public spending on physical and social infrastructure, helping reduce poverty as well as improving an economy’s productive potential. While economic growth favors poverty reduction, broad-based, labor-utilizing growth will have a stronger impact. A combination of sound macroeconomic management and policies that encourage steady growth in employment has proven to be a powerful pro-poor measure.
Environmental sustainability is central to pro-poor economic growth. Growth will be short-lived if it does not conserve the natural environment and resources. Although much damage in the past was caused by powerful vested interests, the pressures of poverty and population compound the threat through deforestation, overgrazing, and depletion of fish stocks. The rural poor are often forced to live on fragile lands and waters that require sensitive resource management in the face of increasing degradation. The urban poor are exposed to disease and illness resulting from overcrowding and polluted living conditions. Poverty reduction strategies need to incorporate policies and actions that enhance the quality and productivity of the environment and natural resources.
Economic growth must be accompanied by effective social development programs that enable disadvantaged groups in society to benefit from the expanding opportunities it provides. Each person should have access to basic education, primary health care, and other essential services. Such access creates opportunities for poor people to improve the quality of their lives and to participate more fully in society. A proactive approach needs to be adopted to help reverse social and economic discrimination and to promote initiatives that meet the needs of previously excluded groups. The reach and sustainability of social development is improved when all people, especially the poor and excluded, have an opportunity to participate in shaping public policies and programs. Ensuring that the voice of the poor is heard at all levels of decision making is central to the success of social development efforts.
Human capital is often the only asset of the poor, and its development is of fundamental importance in poverty reduction. Building marketable skills, protecting the poor against health hazards and risks, and eliminating harmful practices like child labor are central to the development of human capital. It is necessary to ensure the relevance, quality, and quantity of social services to boost the productivity and participation of all members of society. 

In this area, population policy is also important. The correlation between family size and self-perpetuating poverty is generally strong, especially in rural areas. Most countries realize the need to reduce population growth. In many societies, women suffer disproportionately from the burdens of poverty and are systematically excluded from access to essential assets and services. Improving their status addresses a key aspect of poverty and provides important socioeconomic returns through reduced health and welfare costs and lower rates of fertility and maternal and infant mortality. Giving women voice and promoting their full participation can make important contributions to the overall development of society.
Every society has people who are vulnerable because of age, illness, disability, natural disasters, economic crises, or civil conflict. Social protection comprises a cluster of programs designed to assist individuals, households, and communities to manage risks better and to ensure economic security. Such programs include old age pensions, unemployment and disability insurance, and social safety nets. Also included are policies to improve labor mobility and to enforce labor standards. Adopting efficient strategies and public programs for managing risk and vulnerability can help enable the poor and the excluded to participate in economic growth and development.
The third branch of our approach is good governance. Good governance is critical to poverty reduction as weak governance hurts the poor disproportionately. Public sector inefficiency, corruption, and waste leave insufficient resources for basic public services and antipoverty programs. Good governance facilitates participatory, pro-poor policies as well as sound macroeconomic management that encourages economic growth and maintains price stability. Better revenue administration and carefully prioritized and implemented expenditures, particularly for basic services, are essential. Lack of accountability, domination by local elites, widespread corruption, historic patterns of inequality, and lack of participation of the poor must also be addressed in public service delivery in order to raise the living standards of the poor. Civil society has an important role to play in fostering good governance. Numerous non-government organizations (NGOs)—both national and international—are engaged in development work or in championing the legal rights of the poor.

Questions a Resolution Must Answer and Bloc Positions
Bloc Positions are usually determined by questions a resolution must answer; therefore these two issues are dealt with in the same section. Naturally, nobody will argue against poverty reduction. What is our concern, and where we may differ, is how to reduce poverty. 

Delegates should present their country-specific priorities according to their own countries’ official opinion. Priorities are stressed because in reality we cannot solve all the aspects of poverty at the same time. To halve global poverty, trade and foreign aid may both important. However, some countries may emphasize the importance of foreign aid while others may prefer to develop trade. Therefore, the first and foremost thing a resolution must answer is what policy, or portfolio of policies, comes first to further reduce poverty.

Responses should also be given in the three areas mentioned above, namely economic growth, social development and good governance. 

Suggestions for Further Research
UNDP website http://www.undp.org/
UN Millennium Goals website http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
IMF Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility website http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/facts/prgf.htm
UN Millennium Project Reports http://www.unmillenniumproject.org/
World Bank website on poverty: http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/EXTPOVERTY/0,menuPK:336998~pagePK:149018~piPK:149093~theSitePK:336992,00.html
The Study Guide

For
Model UNDP Committee on Anti-Corruption
Topic: Anti-Corruption  （The topic of Democratic Governance was cancelled）
Definition of Corruption 

Fighting Corruption to Improve Governance approved by the Executive Committee in July 1998, UNDP defined corruption as: the misuse of public power, office or authority for private benefit – through bribery, extortion, influence peddling, nepotism, fraud, speed money or embezzlement. Although corruption is often considered a sin of government and public servants, it also prevails in the private sector.
Depending on a society’s economic and political institutions, incentives and opportunities for corruption　differ. This partly explains why it manifests itself differently around the world and why its pervasiveness　varies. There are two scales of corruption: petty and grand corruption. Petty corruption is found where　public servants who may be grossly underpaid depend on small kickbacks from the public to survive. It　involves the provision of public goods and services being sold at a bribe price, usually by lower level　personnel. Grand corruption involves high-level officials who make decisions on large public contracts,　and usually involves foreign money. It is likened to insider trading and defined as the misuse of power by　heads of state, ministers and top officials for private profit.

High and low levels of corruption also characterize political systems. Low levels are found in systems　where institutional constraints among the three branches of government (executive, legislature and　judiciary) establish effective mechanisms to prevent, detect and penalize wrongdoing, the nature of　government activity provides relatively few opportunities for corruption, and society holds it in　contempt.　High levels of corruption are present where institutional mechanisms to combat corruption　are weak or are not used, extensive government control and regulation of economic resources provide　ample opportunity for illegality, and corruption is so predominant that it is accepted and tolerated. In　these systems, an entrenched political elite dominates and exploits economic opportunities, manipulating　relatively scarce and valuable political opportunities in return for personal gains. There are few checks on　official manipulation or alternative outlets for exploited interests and groups. In some cases, officials　responsible for dealing with corruption are part of the problem.
Causes of Corruption 

Corruption is principally a governance issue – a failure of institutions and a lack of capacity to manage society by means of a framework of social, judicial, political and economic checks and balances. When these formal and informal systems break down, it becomes harder to implement and enforce laws and policies that ensure accountability and transparency. 
From an institutional perspective, corruption arises when public officials have wide authority, little accountability and perverse incentives, or when their accountability responds to informal rather than formal forms of regulation. Research suggests that the reward structure within the state administration is a key determinant in the evolution of corruption. Corruption tends to thrive when the individuals concerned receive meager salaries, have ample opportunities to be corrupt, and are unlikely to be caught or not severely punished even if detected. Nonetheless, higher salaries, increasing either from economic growth and/or cost-effective adjustments to the size of the civil service workforce, will not have the desired effect, unless there is also a strong political commitment to change attitudes, to establish a meritocratic public service and to strictly enforce anti-corruption regulations.
Other factors that may contribute to corruption include risk of exposure (probability of being caught) and consequences for officials if they do get caught. Freedom of association and of the press engenders civil society, public interest groups, investigative journalists and others with a mission and the right to expose abuses. Greater civic engagement may lead to closer monitoring and hence conditions that do not allow for public scrutiny often provide more opportunities for corruption. Moreover, punishments for criminal malfeasance are obviously a relevant determinant to facilitating corrupt behavior. 

An equally complicated set of factors might be thought to affect the expected benefits from corruption, which a rational official would balance against the expected costs. Most corrupt acts involve a bargain between the public official and some private actor. The official uses the powers of office to create concentrated gains for the private partner beyond those he/she could earn without state intervention. Most obviously, the larger the state and the greater the extent of state intervention in the economy, the greater will be the options available. Second, the ability of an official to provide a private partner profitable protection in some domestic market will depend upon how open the market is to external competition from imports. Experts suggest that countries more open to foreign trade tend to be less corrupt. Third, some rents may be “natural” rather than artificially created, but still induce a corrupt competition over their distribution. For example, in countries with large endowments of valuable raw materials – fuels, minerals and metals – corruption may offer greater potential to officials who allocate rights to exploit such resources.

The list of factors can cover a wide range of issues, including structure of the market for corruption interventions in which individual officials operate, as well as the level of political stability or instability of a country. For example, recent research suggests that post-conflict conditions breed more ground for corrupt behavior, and specific circumstances surrounding transition from centrally-planned to market economies allowed for state capture and administrative corruption to flourish in former Soviet republics.

In this regard, it will be important to understand the causes of corruption in a particular country context to ensure that any planned interventions or reforms address the roots of the problem, which the succeeding parts of this practice note, will tackle. 
Consequences of Corruption

Corruption is costing the developing world billions of dollars every year. It siphons off scarce resources and diminishes a country’s prospects for development. In a country where corruption is endemic, the consequences are disproportionately and cruelly borne by the poor who have no resources to compete with those able and willing to pay bribes. In the end, corruption tightens the shackles of poverty on countries that can least afford it, on societies that need every dollar to pay for important social and economic programs. Corruption also undermines efforts to achieve MDGs, and is a primary obstacle in the effective delivery of public services.
Reduces economic growth and discourages foreign direct investments (FDI).

Corruption undermines the performance, integrity and effectiveness of the private sector. According to an IMF study, distortions generated by corruption result in lower investments and economic growth.

Decreases and diverts government revenues. 

Corruption in revenue-generating agencies means less money for the government budget and hence, less funds available to respond to perceived needs in society, in particular those of the poor.

Misallocates scarce resources. 

Corruption in the budgetary process reduces important expenditures for development and for social safety nets. It shifts the already limited funds for priority social sector spending to areas that benefit few people.

Renders government regulations ineffective. 

The evasion of requirements for public health, protection of the environment, etc. can have disastrous consequences for people’s livelihoods and the country’s and region’s environment and bio-diversity.

Breeds impunity and dilutes public integrity. 
Officials and judges who accept bribes strengthen the hold and influence of criminal and corrupt elements in society. Corruption in the judiciary thus breeds impunity and creates uncertainty and unpredictability for those who seek recourse to justice, in particular the poor and disadvantaged people.
Violates human rights. 

A corrupt state creates a vicious circle in which the state quickly loses its authority and ability to govern for the common good. Corruption makes it possible for critics to be silenced, for justice to be subverted and for human rights abuses to go unpunished. When corruption reigns, basic human rights and liberties come under threat and social and economic contracts become unpredictable.

Past UN actions

In the wake of globalization and increased pressures for improving “governing institutions,” development assistance providers began shifting away, in the early 1990s, from traditional (neutral) public administration reform concerns, to also confront more politically sensitive areas that are at the core of good governance. Since then, improving accountability, transparency, and integrity (ATI), as well as fighting corruption, has been a rapidly growing area of assistance. 

On January 28th, 1997, the General Assembly passed Resolution 51/59 which established the International Code of Conduct for Public Officials (see appendix). The International Code of Conduct established exactly what constitutes corruption for domestic governments. This standardized the definition of corruption across borders.

In 1999, The Vice-President of the United States hosted the first Global Forum on Fighting Corruption in which over 90 nations participated. In 2000, a follow-up forum was held in the Netherlands. These global forums helped coordinate an international strategy to fight corruption. 

On January 28th, 2000, the General Assembly also took a definitive step by passing resolution 54/128 entitled “Action against Corruption.” This resolution outlines the United Nations strategy for fighting international corruption and calls for an international framework to deal with the problem.

The United Nations has passed several resolutions dealing with the issues of corruption. Most recently, the General Assembly passed Resolution 55/61 entitled “An effective international legal instrument against corruption” on January 22, 2001. This resolution set into motion the development of a system to prevent foreign bribery and the corruption that takes place across borders. The Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice will develop this system over the next few years.

The global demand for accountable and transparent governance also gained new momentum at the International Conference on Financing for Development in Monterrey (March 2002) where leaders from developing and developed countries agreed on the principle of “mutual responsibility and accountability,” underlying a global deal in which sustained political and economic reforms would be matched by increased support from the donor community. Success in meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) objectives will depend on the “quality” of governance and the level of effectiveness, efficiency and equity in resource generation, allocation and management. Consequently, efforts to combat corruption directly support goals of eradicating poverty and promoting human security for all and contribute to the UN’s global agenda of assisting countries in achieving the MDGs. Although, it is clearly recognized that corruption is an important issue both for developed and developing countries to address, and is not a problem particular to developing countries alone.

By the end of 2003, the United Nations completed negotiations on the UN Convention against Corruption. Once ratified, member states will be required to revise or adopt national legislation on anti-corruption compatible with this international treaty. For member states to fulfill their commitments and obligations to this UN Convention, UNDP COs will be called upon to assist partner countries, thus adding impetus for further action and corporate learning in the area of accountability, transparency and integrity.

Proposed solutions
UNDP is in a unique position to engage a broad range of national stakeholders in a holistic approach to fight corruption and to provide high quality support and advice in the following eight priority areas: 

(1) Launch, development, implementation of national and local anti-corruption strategies; 

(2)Improving internal accountability;

(3) Capacity building of ATI bodies and national integrity institutions;

(4)Providing special focus to strengthening ATI in post-conflict situations; 

(5) Engaging civil society organizations in ATI programming and policies; 

(6) Coordination of anti-corruption initiatives at the country level; 

(7) Implementation and monitoring of the UN Convention against Corruption; and 

(8)Knowledge codification and measuring performance.

Questions a Resolution Must Answer 

    what steps should be taken to prevent multi-national corporations from paying bribes? Should the OECD’s attempt to criminalize foreign bribery be extended?

In what ways should demand for bribes within nations be dealt with?

Should UNDP focus on long-term economic reform or are more immediate programs necessary?

What can be done to promote transparency in nations?

What is the role of the International Community in cleaning up domestic corruption in nations?

Should international loans be restructured to make them less prone to corruption?

What should be the relationship of the UNDP, other international organizations, and NGO’s in tackling corruption?

Bloc Positions

OECD Countries-

The developed nation’s main focus is stamping out corruption of MNCs that originate in their countries but conduct business with the developing world. They would be supportive of efforts to penalize corporations and have the ability to extradite those practicing bribery in developing nations. Developed nations would in general be supportive of efforts to help the developing world clean up their public sector. However, the extent to which they will go to remedy the problem varies.

Eastern Europe-

Eastern Europe has had a very unique experience with corruption. With the fall of communism and a very tumultuous road to economic and political reform, corruption, especially in the form of organized crime, has thrived in this area. Members of this bloc would be skeptical of the idea that economic and political reforms alone are sufficient to fight corruption.

Latin America-

Latin America has also faced a high degree of internal corruption. However, many of these nations have taken huge strides to reform their governments in recent years. The Organization of American States has actually passed the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption, which contains the same provisions as the OECD convention to criminalize foreign bribery, but goes further to define procedures for extradition, seizure of assets, and sets up a mutual support network.

Africa-

Africa is really a mixed bag when it comes to levels of corruption. Nations like Botswana are models of good governance, ranking just below Belgium in Transparency Internationals corruption ratings. However, other African nations face huge problems with endemic corruption. African corruption is at times so systematic, that the black market serves in place of a real market which is not allowed to develop. African nations desire foreign assistance from international organizations to help with initiatives to reform their domestic public sector.

Asia-

East Asian nations have learned the price of corruption, or what was known as “crony capitalism” with the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis. With the guidance of the IMF, many East Asian nations have been undergoing strict economic reform and restructuring to prevent corruption in the future. East Asian nations recognize the necessity of strong fundamentals to genuinely prevent corruption. South Asian nations have had some major problems with corruption. Bangladesh ranks worst in terms of corruption according to Transparency International. However, the opening of South Asia to trade and a market economy has helped curb corruption noticeably. South Asia would be supportive of assistance with economic reform. 

Suggestions for Further Research 

A great place to start for further research on this topic is the UNDP website (www.undp.org). The UNDP has issued a corruption report which you can download from their site. This report has useful information that will give you a solid background on various strategies to combat corruption.

Another important resource is the Transparency International website (www.transparency.org). Transparency International is an NGO devoted to fighting corruption and has many statistics and resources about the issue. In particular, they have information about specific countries which would be useful when researching your country’s position. Transparency International also prepares ratings of levels of corruption of the countries of the world.

The OECD website (www.oecd.org) also has good information on corruption issues, especially about the attempt to criminalize foreign bribery and corruption that ensues from MNCs.

Finally, the World Bank website (www.worldbank.org) has many great resources about both economic and political reforms that are used to fight corruption. The World Bank has been very active in the past 3-4 years at bringing corruption to the forefront of debate about development.

Resources:

Anti-Corruption Guides, Contact 2001, 2001 United Nations Development Programme 1 United Nations Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017

Anti-Corruption Practice Note, February 2004

Corruption and Good Governance Discussion Paper 3, New York July 1997

Study Guide

United Nations Development Program

Topic: Braving Climate Change

Introduction
There is widespread scientific consensus that climate change is a reality. New and stronger evidence that human activity is affecting the global climate continues to mount. Most climate change impacts are expected to be adverse. Recent changes in climate have already affected hydrological systems and terrestrial and marine ecosystems in many parts of the world. Potential changes in the frequency, intensity, duration and persistency of climate extremes (e.g. heat waves, heavy precipitation, and drought) and in climate variability would result in increasing risk and enhancing vulnerability to the livelihoods of the poor. It is high time that all countries take more effective actions to cope with this issue. 
Relevant Issues
1, Green House Gases (GHGs)

Human activities contribute to global warming by increasing levels of greenhouse gases (e.g., carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, halocarbons). From the use of fossil fuels for energy, to cutting down and burning forests, or agricultural activities and land-use change, to industrial processes and exhaust from automobiles -all of these activities contribute to the production of greenhouse gases (GHGs) that deplete the ozone layer.

Addressing the problems created by climate change requires the participation of the international community to reduce GHG emissions and concentrations. Present and future emissions of GHGs can be reduced by using energy more efficiently and by using more renewable energies. Human populations and economies are vulnerable to the adverse impacts caused by climate change.
2, Environmental sustainability

The impacts of climate change will be most severe in heavily-populated, low-lying coastal areas and in regions where people are most dependent on natural resources drawn from their local environment. Infrastructure improvements will be required in many places to protect agricultural land from erosion and salt water intrusion, and to prevent widespread loss of lives, property and livelihoods due to weather-related disasters.
3, Poverty alleviation

Social safety nets and traditional coping strategies may be disrupted by climate-related disasters at the same time as there is damage to homes, businesses and community infrastructure. Disaster prediction and preventive measures can minimize vulnerability to impacts that could increase the numbers of people experiencing disruption, displacement, poverty. 

4, Health

Planning for health care facilities will need to take into account changes in climate and weather patterns that are likely to spread heat waves and vector-borne diseases into new areas. Climate change issues are particularly important in water management programs since droughts and flooding can lead to widespread lack of clean drinking water and sanitation. 

5, Combating hunger

People relying on subsistence agriculture and natural resource harvesting (fishing, hunting, forestry) will be among those most impacted by climate variability. It is important to consider the potential for crop diversification and developing alternative income and food sources. Ecosystem management improvements may also be able to reduce vulnerability related to erosion, land degradation, flooding, desertification and drought. 

6, Education

National disasters and climate-related stresses can interfere with the time and opportunity for focusing on improvements in educational systems. Schools and other community facilities can be used, however, to educate people about climate change, and to demonstrate and promote climate change mitigation through energy efficiency and the use of equipment, lighting and communications technologies that have low greenhouse gas emissions. 

7, Gender equality and women’s empowerment

Since a disproportionate percentage of poor people are women, disaster planning and relief measures should take into account the particular needs and constraints that women experience, including lack of access to capital, land ownership, assets, credit, financing, and even vehicles for escape or migration. Efforts to include women in planning processes will help ensure that there concerns are recognized and addressed.

Focus
Climate change is a question that has been discussed a lot in recent years, that is why there are so many relevant issues. Over a decade ago, most countries joined an international treaty -- the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) -- to begin to consider what can be done to reduce global warming and to cope with whatever temperature increases are inevitable. Recently, a number of nations have approved an addition to the treaty: the Kyoto Protocol, which has more powerful (and legally binding) measures. Therefore, to do more research on these two documents will be vital to your research. Moreover, such websites as http://unfccc.int/2860.php,http://www.undp.org/climatechange/,http://www.exploratorium.edu/climate/index.html, will be very helpful.  
Questions that will help form a resolution

1, What do you think the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol are mostly lack of? What are your suggested improvements?

2, What kind of measures can be taken to materialize relevant international agreements on climate change? Should punitive measures be taken if a country fails to honor its obligations? 

3, ‘Green tax’ and ‘emission quota systems’ are two popular ways of dealing with this issue. Which one is more effective? And there any other more effective ways?

4, Projected climate change during the 21st century is likely to exacerbate the north-south divide by worsening poverty in developing countries. What should we do with this increasing gap?

5, Some people may argue that economic development is pivotal, in particular for the developing countries. Can you raise policies to maintain a balance between boosting economy and curbing climate change?

6, How do you view alternative energy? Can it replace the burning of fossil fuels in the foreseeable future?

7, Are there any other urgent issues on the agenda?
